
Adopt a resolution to secure State funding through the California Department of Boating and 
Waterways (DBW) in support of boating safety and enforcement on waters within Los Angeles 
County (County).  Also, authorize participation in the Boating Safety and Enforcement Financial Aid 
Program (Program) by executing the Program contract in the amount of $2.12 million.

SUBJECT

May 18, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ADOPT RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PARTICIPATION IN THE CALIFORNIA BOATING 
SAFETY AND ENFORCEMENT FINANCIAL AID PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 

(ALL DISTRICTS)  (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

JOINT RECOMMENDATION WITH THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Adopt the Resolution (Attachment I) whereby your Board:

•   Accepts the Legislature’s commitment to provide future annual baseline funding for the 
Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County (Fire Department) and gives priority 
consideration to any application submitted by the Fire Department to secure State funding in support 
of boating safety and enforcement on waters within the County.

• Reaffirms the continued participation of the County, through the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, in the Program for Fiscal Year 2010-
11. 

• Certifies that the County, as a participant in the Program, shall expend the equivalent of 100 
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percent of its revenues collected from personal property tax on vessels of boat owners within the 
County for boating safety and enforcement.

• Designates the Fire Chief, or his designee, as County agent to sign and submit an application and 
related expenditure reimbursement claims, to the DBW for State funding.

• Authorizes the Sheriff, or his designee, as a County agent to sign and submit an application and to 
apply for any other State funding available through the DBW.

2. Authorize the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to execute the “Boating Safety and Enforcement 
Financial Aid Program Contract” (Attachment II), which is required as part of the application package. 
 In executing the contract, the County agrees to submit requests for reimbursement within 60 days of 
the end of the fiscal quarter; and, if such requests are submitted after the 60 days has expired, the 
State has the option to reduce the allocation by five-percent.

3. Find that the resolution and the funding of the County programs are exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061 (b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The DBW provides financial aid from the Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund to counties under 
the Program, as authorized by Section 663.7 of the Harbors and Navigation Code.  The County, 
through the Fire Department, has been part of this Program since 1995.  Since Fiscal Year 2006-07 
the Fire Department has received $2.12 million annually.

These monies were part of an agreement with the State to provide funding to the County as part of 
the transfer of ownership of eight State beaches located within the County.  A key part of this 
agreement was the State’s commitment to provide long-term funding assistance for the Fire 
Department (Attachment III).

The financial aid application was completed and submitted to the DBW on December 28, 2009.  
Agencies already participating in the Program are required to submit the completed application six 
months prior to the start of the new fiscal year to provide the DBW sufficient time to prepare the 
annual contract for each agency.  The DBW is requesting that the attached contract for Fiscal Year 
2010-11 be executed and submitted by no later than June 1, 2010.  In addition, the Harbors and 
Navigation Code and application criteria require that the Board, by resolution, authorize the County’s 
participation in the program and certify that the County will expend no less than 100 percent of the 
amount collected from personal property taxes on vessels for boating safety programs during the 
funding year.  The certification is required because counties qualify only if they expend an amount 
equivalent to at least 100 percent of these personal property taxes on boating safety and 
enforcement.

The designation of the Fire Chief, or his designee, as the signatory to the multi-department 
application is consistent with your Board’s instructions of December 8, 1994, to pursue long-term 
funding from the State.  This State funding will offset portions of the offshore marine rescue and 
enforcement activities not presently met by the personal property tax on vessels.  This allows 
previously budgeted funds for these purposes to support the operation of the eight State beaches.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
5/18/2010
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

Approval of the recommended actions is consistent with the County’s Strategic Goal No.1, 
“Operational Effectiveness” which guides us to “Maximize the effectiveness of the County’s 
processes, structure, and operations to support timely delivery of customer-oriented and efficient 
public services”, and Goal No. 5, “Public Safety” which guides us to “Ensure that the committed 
efforts of the public safety partners continue to maintain and improve the safety and security of the 
people of Los Angeles County.”

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

No matching funds are required.  Counties must first expend the taxes collected from its resident 
boat owners before being entitled to any supplemental State funding from this Program.  Only the 
cost of boating safety and enforcement program needs which exceed the total fees and vessel taxes 
collected for the year will be supplemented, up to the maximum amount obligated by the State.  The 
State’s maximum funding for Fiscal Year 2010-11 is $2.12 million.

The County’s FY 2010-11 application includes a request for $5.14 million, net of fees and taxes, to 
maintain the County’s boating safety and enforcement activities (Attachment IV).  This request more 
than meets the State’s funding requirement.  There is no impact on net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

N/A

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This Resolution and the funding of the County programs are exempt from the CEQA pursuant to 
Section 15061 (b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

N/A

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

N/A

CONCLUSION

Participation in the DBW Program will continue existing funding to the Fire Department Lifeguard 
rescue services for Fiscal Year 2010-11 and may possibly provide additional financial aid to the 
County’s other boating safety and law enforcement efforts.  Your Board’s adoption of the resolution 
and execution of the financial assistance certification authorizes participation in the Program.  

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
5/18/2010
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